RELIGIOUS ORDERS           271

enabled them to band themselves together, or to
form organisations for almost all possible pur-
poses. The great movement of socialisation,
which had given rise to a multitude of asso-
ciations, had anticipated legislation. The legion
of societies, representing an amazing progress
in every direction, had been formed under a
regime of toleration. Now the scientists, the
artists, the merchants, the Free-thinkers* and
the Protestants had a legal warrant for their
corporate existence. Great organisations could
now be formed which might, at times, counter-
balance the great Catholic machinery. This is
what the orders dreaded and the law sanctioned.
It recognised absolute freedom to religious and
secular associations, except, first in the case of
mixed organisations of French citizens and for-
eigners, second in cases where the headquarters
are in foreign countries, and third in the case
of organisations whose members live in com-
mon. Even with this last class, the authorised
orders are not to be disturbed in their chartered
rights, though henceforth they will be kept
close to them. They must confine themselves
to the work for which they were approved.
With them, as with the authorised monks> their
religion remains untouched, they may continue to
be priests, they may preach if they wish, they